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- ICIA’ Helms Wins'

v

T JOIIN A. GOLDSMITH

‘Bovecote. -

intmeat early this year.

Jtreal intelligence, gentiman-spy

_ lindustrialist John A, McCone,

" Jhendquarters_in Langley.

- ktwo administrations,

.says Helms “has brought a r
spectability and integrity to th
L CIA..and given it the kind
" standing which It lacked prior t
"the time he took over. N
“I must say, like all those wh
"1 have been tremendously
~pressed, I think he is by far
| best divector the CIA has ev

«agency's integrity and stan
‘have Increased considerably,
sleast in ‘the .oongressional
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“pelieve, but Richard Helms, di-

bector of the much-criticized Cen~
qral Intelligence Agency, has be-
bome  a -darling of the Senate

A carcer intelligence officer, |
pvith CIA since jts founding in{ les
947, Helms was named director |- :
y President Johnson in 1966, | for comparizon, that Russla had
resident Nixon renewed the ap-

- | |slle system.
In subordinate posts Helms had
Yseen CIA blamed abroad and at
thome, for goofs of all proportions.
ilHe served under two colorful and
Imuch-publicized directors of cen-

|senior members of the House and

J Allen W. Dulles and hard-driving
I theretore, a renl sigmificance in
. Now it §s belng sald — and by,
o .. lthe mokt critical of the Scnate]
: -doves — that carcer-man Helmsl' " He has, in the fidst place, made

‘ has brought a new tespectabllity] | it clear that, as the natioa’s top

to the quiet campus-like CIA

.| Exhibit A in this regard 15 Sen,

[ Mike Mansfield, Mont,, the Sen
ate Democratic leader, Mansficld
has been A frequent critic of Viet;
_nam pollcies and of other aspecty |
-| of national sccurity plamning by
- without trying to make them:

For years Mansfield has, In ad
dition, been a leader of a so-fal
‘unsuccessful. drive to -apply ¢
tighter congressional  oversigh
'to OIA activities, Yet Mansficld

@} responsibilities, those shado

- provoked most of QIA’s critlels

; hearings in 3966:
"have come in contact with him,

| OIA’s criticy are
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PIS0 FULBRIGHT —~ Mansfield
ade those comments in the Sen»
te's secret debate on the ABM
feguard system weeks ago, Tha
ranscript of that decbate, censor
d and reviewed, was made puly
Ric only last week, CIA data wa
oted by both sideg-in the secre

suspendad work ‘on its anti-misge

“APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS” |
- Helms has always -enjoyed the,
confidence of the rather hawkish

Sonate who ride herd on CIA op+
erations . through special intellis]
gence  subcommitiees, - There. Is

his present high standing among
the agency's long-time critics,

intclligence ofticer, he wil} pros
vide the best possible reading,|
“without blag and without trylng to
‘evaluate events abroad epdinsy]
developruents (weapon or others
wice) in the United States. In|
short, Helms will provide the best|
available hasis for U.S, policl

CIA critics were never 8
that Dulles and McCone were wi
ing to stop at that.

With respect to CIA's operationd:

clandestine activities’ which have'

over the years, Helms has ca
fully lived up to a pledze mad
‘during his Senate confirmatio

#gip " gaid Helms on that oceal
glon, “tie Central Intelligen
Agency tokes no actlons withoul
approval from the appropriat
‘officials ot the U.S, Governmen
_and they are not Jn the GIA" |
: After more than three yfar§y
beginning 10§
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! munity,” says Manatleld, - ;4
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